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Haiti Reflection

Grace Lae {Colege of William and Mary)

My friends that hawve been to Haitl hae
constantly marveled about the greatness of
its people and the nchness of ity culture,
They have always mentioned how, for a
nation that is one of the poorest in the wor-
ld, it has so much to offer, This past win-
ter break | was able to experience this jux-
taposition of rnich and poor for myself, as |
Jnined tomether with seven other mrks from
my college o venture on a sernce trip 1o
Thomonde, Haiti,

The first thing we did coce we got to
Haitd waz visit the Mother Theresa Malno-

trition Center in the capitol city of Port-au-
Prince. Only & couple hours after our ar-
rival into Haiti we were able to witness
firsthand the mescapable consequences of
poverty, In cement rooms, dimby-lit by the
sunlight alone for lack of electricity. dozens
of enbs were linsd together with children
that have already faced more adversities in
their short two years of life than most peo-
ple i America will ever enooumter, The
children, soverely underweight and in mamy
cases, underdeveloped. longed for love ad
attention more than anviling else. Helping
feed the bahies, change (hear diapers, and
holding them in owr srms just to see them
srmale wis emmiltaneously oo of the most
revwarding and heart-boeaking experiences 1
havve ever faced,
Far the vast majerty of o tme how

ver, we stayed at the College Decoste in
Thomonde, Haith where we were given in-
vafuable lessons on real matters of impor-
tance that you c3n' t seem to find in a world
a5 materialistic as the United States, Be-
cause the town has oo electricity, the stu-
dents at the school were forced to take
their exams outside hecause their class-
roomis were too dark, [f the power goos out
during school hours in the United Siates,
would any child have willingly gone outside
to take a test? While many students in
Ametica complain and gripe about the &
matlest detailz of their schoolwork. for
children i Haiti, even being in school i5 a
privilege of the greatest kind, To an extent
that iz incomprehensible in Amerca, for
Haittans. an education 15 the gateway to
oot oily a better e, but perhaps life it
ecll, While Amencan children aspire to be
Olvmpie medalists, =ingers, and movie ==
tars; the children of Haitl wish with all
their might to become farmers, doctors,
gnd engineers o help better therr country,
They have such grest faith and spint. and
vafue mare than anvthing else pride for
their country, people, and culture, Even
though my friends and | may not have un-
derstood everything they were saving in
their explanations to us, we were shle to
see the comviction of their faith during the
mass, the enjoyment of their song and
dance, and the love that they found in their
community, It is still inconceivable to me
how these people have such strenath of
character when they sleep on dirt floors.
fhave pothing to eat. and no munning water
of electricity to live off of,

I can't go so far as to say that going to
Haiti has changed the way I live my [ife,
but 1 can say that it kas changed my per-
epective on how vou shoulkd o about living,
Haiti and itz people have tought me that
there' & aothing more impectant than living
fe one dav at a8 time, with a smile, an
oper-heart. and an eagemess o ey vour
best no matter what the situation. Haili has
taught me to never give up and that hope
Lives an farever, In this Heht. withoul end,
Heatt and its people will always be in my
PTAYLTE,
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Full Service Funeral Home and Crematory
MEMBSRIAL

Serving All Cemeteries ® Prearrangements Available
Family Owned and Operated

Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home
9902 Braddock Road * Fairfax, VA 22032

703-425-9702
Peter L. Piscitelli, General Manager

Fairfax Memorial Park
formerly Calvary Cemetery

9900 Braddock Road ¢ Fairfax, VA 22032
703-323-5202

Family Owned and Operated Since 1957
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ENDODONTICS-ROOT CANAL SPECIALIST
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Charlie/H. Hong; DMD,

Practice Limited To Endodontics

703-359-4447

3554 Chain Bridge Rd., #401
Fairfax, VA 22030

703-538-2283

6081 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, VA 22044
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Myong J. Cha, D.D.S.

Office hours by Appointment
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3915 Old Lee Highway Suite 22—D
Fairfax, VA 22030
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