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A: Are you having ANOTHER drink be-
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B: Quit schooling. Doctors are saying
drinking is good for you, Ha! (&4 & It
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A: You forgot something. Only in
moderation, ( SiLk= €al E2 HEAM. §
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1 recently attended a musical event at which a
trio of ladies sang for a small audience. They
were not professional singers, just women who
love music. Well, not “just” lovers of music:
their performance showed their commitment,
their nerve in performing before an audience,
their determination, and-not least-their flair as
performers,

The event was held as part of a “Musicali
Tea!” program at the Levine School of Music.
This was my second visit to the School, and
loved it as much as the first one. The only
difference was that, this time, I knew what to
expect.

A few months back when I went to a concert
there for the first time, I knew very little about
their concert series, except that it was organized
by the famous music school. At the time, I was
debating with myself whether I should resume
piano lessons now that I was retired, Hence, I
was more interested in finding out about the
Levine' s piano classes than in the concert.

As T walked into the concert hall T thought T
was in the wrong place. The room was packed
with elderly people! Everyone looked ancient,
not even just plain old. If it hadn’t been for a
middle-aged man playing a beautiful Mozart
piece on a grand piano, I would have walked
out. Hesitantly, I took a seat in the midst of the
old folks, facing the small stage. As I looked

Three Inspiring Ladies

Sawon Hong (UN Retiree, former Regional Advisor on Child Protection, UNICEF

around, I noted that many were stooped with
age, and some were in wheel chairs, Some ladies
were dressed in overly colorful outfits, and a
few ladies had slathered far too much make up
on their no-longer young faces, Only a very few
wore elegant dresses and were well -coiffed.

According to the pianist who introduced the
program and the performers, the age of studen-
ts at the school ranges from 4 to 9. A 9-year-
old is taking voice lessons, along with her &-
year-old daughter! I also learned that the Leven
School regularly invites the residents of local
senior homes as part of its community service,
which explained why the audiences were so old
on both my visits,

During the concert, some in the elderly audi-
ence dozed off, although most paid close atten-
tion. The performers consisted of faculty mem-
bers (accomplished professionals) and advanced
Oin age and skills-students. While the former
performed their pieces with professional ease,
the student performers were even more earnest,
if somewhat less competent. By the time the
concert ended, I was so moved by the perfor-
mances and the ambiance that I forgot to check

on piano classes and walked home, humming the
music,

Since I enjoyed the first experience so thor-
oughly, I decided to go back. This time, just for
the concert, with no more thoughts about taking
piano lessons, Like the first concert, the audi-
ence consisted mainly of residents from a local
silver-community home, and the performers
were a mix of faculty members and students,

After four-hand piano and harpsichord per-
formances by faculty members, three women
slowly appeared on stage, hiding their nervous-
ness behind big grins. Their average age must
have been at least 70. Each wore black outfits of
a different design with colorful scarves as ac-
cents. The size and shape of three ladies was
different, ranging from 4 to XXL. One of them
literally waddled,

The trio sang four short songs. I was wowed.
This was surely one of the most charming groups
1 have ever seen. Not the best singing; not the
prettiest; not the most exciting; and often awk -
ward and stiff. But, these elderly women really
sang! More correctly, they performed with con-
fidence and verve. Once they got over their ini-

tial nervousness, they exuded a joy of music,
comradeship, and mutual support,

Go for it, ladies! I must have cheered louder
than anyone.

Their example prompted me to revisit my life-
long ambivalence about learning to play the
piano. I know my limitations all too well: T have
no musical talent whatsoever., That unfortunate
fact is aggravated by poor discipline about
practicing. What the three captivating ladies
showed me was that even insufficient talent can
be compensated for given a positive attitude,
They taught me to accept my limitations, not to
be ashamed of not being good enough, and
just to play the piano for pleasure,

T hope that more Visits to the Levine
School and more exposure to such s=
timulating amateur musicians might
one day inspire me to start piano les-
sons again, I hope that one day soon,
my beautiful piano might no longer
be the most expensive, and least
used, piece of furniture at my
house, as my husband refer-
stoit. Inow feel hopeful.
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